
start vour 
cnargers 
Westfield will star in an EV-only race series 
next year, with an incredible new electric 
track car called the iRacer. Mike Duff drives it 

--'ton Parkis bathed in late 

I summer sun as the buzz from 
the pack oftesting Caterham 
racers fades. It's lunchtime 
and the chequered flag is out, 
meaning we've got just30 

minutes for our own plivate session. But 
there's aproblem. In the dingypit garage 
Paul Faithfull, Westlield's technical director, 
andis jabbing keys on thelaptop that's 
plugged into the backofthe alien form of 
theiRacer. There are no oily spanners here; 
rather, the e1ech.i~ motor canirollers need to 
be reflashed with revised code. As we wait 
for the car to reboot - Faithfull reallydoes 
turn it off and on again h e  lets slip that 
this is the first time the iRacerlias mrned a 
wheelinits 'producdon'specification,and 
our sessiondl beits first-ever shakedown. 

Fomnately the upgrade works,the 
display on the centre ofthe steerinz wheel 

- - 
pitlane,sounding like a cross between a 
tube main and a sci-fi warp-speed effect. 
Britain's first purpose-buiteiemic racer is 
on track for the first time. 

ELEC 'IONEER 
New auru.rlvuvetechnologies have 
always been honed on the circuit, and 
as manufacturers msh to develop their 
road-going EVs it's no surprise that we're 
entering the era of the electric racer. More 
surplising is the fact that a relative minnow 
Like Westfield is leading the way, but for an 
explanation ofthe company's pioneering 
spirit you need lookno hrtherthan + 
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l a e  Cup itselfis the- o f h  
automotive consultants Andrew Leemd 
Syivain Filippi.The plan is to hold six race 
meetinesnextvear:eacbwillhaveeeved 

electrocutedbyad~KERSsystem 
EachoftheiRacer'seightbatmy~hasa 
voItageof48volts-enoughtobepahful, 
but non-lethal - with the fullvoltam of400 

srstscason,withunly&an'd westlield 
having signed up for2Oll. Onw& and 
p m t o ~ w i l l  alsobeabletocompete in 
atime-trial championship,witb theided 
beigthatthiswillshow&mtech 

Rut the highlight ofnext year should 
betheslght o f u p m Z O ~ ~ h h i n g  
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The- smviveshalfan hour ofgentle 
lapping around Ouhandaeouple of full- 
bores~fortheeam~'IhenewmOt0r 
controller s o h  isworhg,dtebatte~~ 
mperaimw are good Theques%n,when 
itwmes,isputwithtbe hesitafionyou'd 
expeetbefomofferiug a one-Offpmtotspeto 
anunwashedioumo: do Iwant am? 
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mounted und& &e car. 1t weighs &&c r n o u l d i n g . ~ a i ~ b  also kee; 
iust598k-prettvmucbthe~~me86a to wint outmatmere'snornU barinside 



in the event ofa capsize myheadwillbe 
the highest smMlralcomponent, but 
I'mwelcometogetafeelforthecar's 
accekatbn andlow-spxd v n 8 e S .  

It'seeaainhreasvto& W~th 

\ \~ ;$ !y 
'it dangersconsist ofelectricshocl 

Racer I Inside story 1 

'fawarrl' se l~thecontrol  interface 
is as simple as go, stop and-, The 
Bacerlaunches as wen asits power-to- 
weightradosuggests it shonld, rear- 
chirping asthey deal with the toque limn 
astandina start. It's mmkmick.but - - . -  
with no Gars and no enginenote mere!~ 
verylittle impdonof@apartfrom 
that delivered by6untal aidowand the 
accelerative g-fom. I &n anyone 
coming m the elechic West6eldsmight out 
ofapwol-pmdiacerislikelymhead 
intotheiirstameratleast20mphqmcker 
~theywereexpeetingm. 

And forthatreason aloneit's going to be 
vm'thwa~theradngnextyear.0 
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L o d ~ p l u ~ i m c u r r e n t l y  onsale-by 
effectklyturning the EVCup'sYitv'dass tbeuwmpnaaerwauon-- 
intoao-bseries next*. fairly keen.~he EVC~D-ZC 


